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ESTS OF AN ASSEMBLY 
OR A CHURCH ... 


ls It Prophetic? 


Prophets are needed who see God's truth 
clearly and declare it fearlessly. They 
need to be both so bound to life that they 
feel the world’s currents and so bound 
to Christ that they scorn the world’s Is It Faithful? 
threats. They need to know the Word 
of God so well that they discern where 
it cuts through the mind of this hour and 
dare to make it cut clean and deep. 
Only that word can save men’s thinking 
from a new and appalling darkness. God 
give us prophets! 


Perhaps some of you fear that the people 
of our churches and of the nation will 
‘not follow if we take so bold a position 
and sound so bold a note. Well, | am 

not sure that all will follow. | am not 
“ie Cae ee sure that our churches can afford all 
eral Assembly in Los Angeles. the support that offers itself to them 
these days; surely not if it be on the basis 
of a compromise of our Christian faith. 
But under God, | am sure that it is only 
if we are faithful to Jesus Christ that 
there is any reason for the Christian 
Church. Faithless to him, we are sure 
to fail. 


—Stated Clerk EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
at the Los Angeles Assembly. 











Letters to the Editors 





Upper Missouri Begs 


to Make a Correction 





Eliminate a Digit 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your report in the May 16 OUTLOOK 
on the union vote in the presbyteries 
lists Upper Missouri’s vote as 31-10. This 
is an error as we were unanimously in 
favor of union. The vote was 31-0. 

Maybe it isn’t important now but I 
would like to get the record straight. 

W. E. Purves, Jz. 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Who Is Called? 


To THe OUTLOOK: 


I was attracted to a line in the letter on 
ordination of women (OUTLOOK, May 23): 
“Many of us seem to forget that no man 
takes the ministry upon himself, but 
is chosen of God. This is a vital difference 
between being a doctor, lawyer, diplomat, 
tO..." 

It may be good to have an article on 
vocations! calling—a good treatment on 
why people go into the various fields of 
work and what motives ought to rule. 

W. J. B. LivInGsTon. 
Hampton, Va. 


Albemarle’s Vote 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Please correct the false impression that 
has gotten abroad’about Albemarle Pres- 
bytery’s overture to the General Assembly. 

The motion made by the opponents of 
reunion that the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union be discontinued and that 
any matters of cooperation be handled by 
the various boards of the church was de- 
feated. 

Then a motion was adopted by a large 
majority calling for the present commit- 
tee to be discontinued and for its functions 


to be transferred to the Committee on In- 
terchurch Relations—just as the Assem- 
bly’s committee is asking. 

THoMAsS H. HAMILTON. 
Kinston, N. C. 


Better Understanding 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I want to congratulate you and the 
publishers of The Tribune on the merger 
of the two periodicals. This merger will 
make for better understanding between 
the two churches and hasten, I hope, the 
day when the old wound will be healed. 


I hope that I may be able to assist in 
some small way the success of your new 
venture in publishing a Presbyterian 
paper which will appeal to every Presby- 
terian in the United States of America. 

I send you and your fellow-workers con- 
gratulations, best wishes, and my prayers 


, cess. 
for success KENNETH BAIRD CARSON. 


Coronado, Calif. 





I am greatly pleased to learn of the 
union between The Outlook and The Trib- 
une. These two independent Presbyterian 
publications have kept the church alert 
and progressive. ... They make possible a 
channel through which there can be indi- 
vidual expression and freedom of the re- 
ligious press. My heartiest good wishes. 


= MELVIN J. JOACHIM. 
First church, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


No Olympics or Puppets 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

As we Commissioners are getting our- 
selves ready to attend the General As- 
sembly, we would do well to think of 
Prov. 3:6: “In all thy ways acknowledge 
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There is need in our church at home and on the foreign field 
for consecrated men and women to offer themselves to be 


trained for full-time church work. 
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FOR LAY WORKERS 
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him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Be 
fore we think, speak, or act, this text 
should be repeated and deeply felt. 

In looking over the list of the Commis- 
sioners, I feel that it would not only be 
bad taste, but futile for any Commissioner 
to prepare himself for an Ecclesiastical] 
Olympic, for he will not be cheered from 
the grandstand or the bleachers. If any- 
one has been so honored by his presbytery 
as to be elected as a Commissioner to the 
General Assembly, he should leave per- 
sonal pride and selfishness at home, and 
not be able to find them when he returns. 

Let us remember that no Commissioner 
ean do anything worthwhile, unless God 
puts his sanction upon it. Our works, the 
works of the flesh, are as “filthy rags.” 
We have read “how the mighty have 
fallen,” when they disobeyed God in order 
to have their own way. “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” 

Let us not be puppets of intrigue, but 
true servants of God. 


Laurel Hill, Fla. 


COMMENCEMENT 


Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 
preacher; (2) commencement speakers; 
(3) others. 


MACcALESTER (Minn.)—(1) Victor B. Nel- 
son, Minneapolis, June 5; (2) Bradshaw 
Mintener, U.S. Dept. of Health, Education 
and Welfare, June 6. 

HANoverR (Ind.)—(1) R. Dale Le Count, 
Birmingham, Ala., June 12; (2) Seward 
A. Covert, Cleveland, Ohio, June 13. 

Monmouth (Ill.)—(1) President Robt. 
W. Gibson, June 5; (2) Ray E. Powell, 
president, Aluminum Company of Canada, 
Montreal, June 6; (3) John Owen, Wash- 
ington, Iowa, attorney, Takashi Komatsu, 
Tokyo, Japan, June 4. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Maca.Lester (Minn.)—LL.D., Bradshaw 
Mintener, Washington, D. C.; Litt. D.: 
Wm. C. Graham, Winnipeg, Manitoba; 
Grace Calder, Hunter College, N. Y.; Sc.D: 
Harold Ohlgren, University of Michigan; 
D. D.: Arthur Bailey, Pasadena, Calif.; 
Clarence Nelson, Chicago; Wilbur Bloom, 
Detroit. 

HANover (Ind.)—D. D.: John W. Find- 
ley, Lafayette, Ind.; John N. Fox, Han- 
over, Ind.; Roe H. Johnston, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Davipson (N.C.)—D. D.: Daniel P. Me- 
Geachy, Clearwater, Fla.; Iain Wilson, 
Baltimore, Md.; L. H. D.: Wilson Martin- 
dale Compton, New York; LL. D.: R. T. L. 
Liston, King College; C. W. Gilchrist, 
Charlotte, N. C.; Se. D.: Francis Cecil 
Thames, Indian Head, Md. 

WESTMINSTER (Pa.)—D. D.: Wm. H. 
Lawrence, Sharon, Pa.; John R. Louden, 
Xenia, Ohio; D. Ped.: D. O. “Tuss’ Me- 
Laughry, Dartmouth College. 

Mary Batpwin (Va.)—Algernon Sid- 
ney Sullivan Medallion: Mary Hornbarger 
Mustoe, Hope Summerell Chamberlain. 

Monmouth (Ill.)—LL.D.: Ray E. Powell, 
Aluminum Company of Canada president. 
Montreal; D.D.: Robt. Meneilly, Mission, 
Kan.; J.J. Vellenga, Illinois synodical 
superintendent; Taufik Salih, theological 
professor, Cairo, Egypt; MUS. D.: Gail 
Kubik, Paris and Los Angeles composer: 
SC.D.: Percy A. Wells, U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, Philadelphia. 


T. P. HorGer, Jr. 
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Three (?) Nominees 
For Moderator 


Three Moderatorial nominees appeared 
on the horizon before the U. S. Assembly 
was to convene in Richmond and perhaps 
others would be named when the oppor- 
tunity arrived the opening night. 

The three, with the men scheduled to 
make the nominating and second 
speeches, are: (1) L. Nelson Bell, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., physician, by J. Wayte Ful- 
ton, Miami, and E. C. Hammond, At- 
lanta; (2) R. Matthew Lynn, Midland, 
Texas, minister, by W. H. Foster, Jr., 
Arlington, Va., and Joe M. Brown, Odes- 
sa, Texas; (3) J. McDowell Richards, 
president of Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary, Decatur, Ga., by H. E. Russell, 
Montgomery, Ala., and Robert E. Kell, 
Bristol, Va., elder. 

Dr. Bell was recognized as put for- 
ward by opponents of Presbyterian re- 
union and related movements while Drs. 
Lynn and Richards, both known to have 
supported the movement toward union, 
were expected to attract the votes of com- 
missioners on other grounds. The bulk of 
Dr. Lynn’s strength was expected to come 
from the Southwest while Dr. Richards 
was considered especially strong in the 
Southeastern synods. An extensive pro- 
motional campaign on behalf of Dr. 
Lynn, with an issue of The Texas Pres- 
byterian playing him up, has been di- 
rected at commissioners. Letters seeking 
the support of the other men were re- 
ported by commissioners. In recent years 
efforts on behalf of some nominees have 
been stepped-up markedly in contrast to 
former modest letter-writing appeals to 
commissioners. Occasional voices are 
raised seeking to bring the entire cam- 
paign out into the open with publicized 
nominations by presbyteries. 

Commissioners who favored either Dr. 
Richards or Dr. Lynn admitted that these 
two might divide the first vote and there- 
by aid in the election of Dr. Bell. A re- 
view of the voting for Moderator over 
the past 30 years shows that the man 
who has Jed on the first ballot has won 
every time except two—and on those two 
occasions there were five nominees. 

On the last such occasion (1944) com- 
missioners divided their support on the 
first ballot but held firm to elect Charles 
L. King of Houston who was recognized 


as a leader of the supporters of coopera- 
tion. 


Propose Linking Montreat College 
With Assembly’s Training School 


A proposal that Montreat College be 
placed under the General Assembly’s 
Training School and operated on the 
junior college level in the preparation of 
church workers was expected to be made 
to the Richmond Assembly of the U. S. 
Church. 

Although the ad interim committee re- 
port was not available to commissioners 
before the Assembly meeting, general 
recommendations of the year-long study 
were known to move in this direction. 

While the committee had originally 
recommended that the Assembly instruct 
that the move be made, it was considered 
probable that late changes would request 
the trustees of the college and of the 
Training School to study the possibilities 
of such a move. 

In what is considered to be a thorough 
and objective piece of work, the com- 
mittee has drawn upon extensive fields 
of information in preparation of its re- 
port, under the direction of Donald C. 
Agnew of the Southern Association of 
Schools and Colleges. Two consultants 
were employed to analyze financial and 
academic findings. 

Montreat College for girls, operated 
on the Assembly-owned conference 
grounds in western North Carolina, has 
been the subject of prolonged debate for 


many years. It began as a college with- 
out Assembly direction and later applied 
for support. Other colleges and their 
supporters have always objected to the 
use of Assembly money to support Mon- 
treat because the church’s policy has tra- 
ditionally been to have colleges and sen:- 
inaries owned and controlled by the 
synods. Only the Training School and 
Stillman College (formerly exclusively 
for Negroes) have received Assembly 
money except in the special actions on 
behalf of Montreat. 

The college was also made a senior col- 
lege without Assembly approval but this 
too has been opposed on the grounds that 
the necessary support needed to assure a 
fully-accredited institution could not be 
found. 

Various proposals have been made as 
to the type of institution which could be 
supported there: a junior college, though 
some junior colleges and education lead- 
ers oppose this; a preparatory school; 
or a center of adult education, possibly 
like that at Bossey in Switzerland. 

The current recommendations are ex- 
pected to call for annual appropriations 
of $35,000 to the college until a decision 
is reached (with a possible two-year 
limit) and a $15,000 appropriation for 
an extensive study. 


USA Assembly Moves 
Toward Regional Synods 


Notable among the actions of the 167th 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly in 
Los Angeles were these: A committee is 
to be named by the Moderator to complete 
a plan for regional synods (for decen- 
tralized administration). Such a plan 
was worked out several years ago and 
held up pending the vote on Presbyterian 
reunion. 

Presbyteries were asked once more to 
approve the ordination of women as min- 
isters. They have failed to provide the 
necessary majority on two earlier occa- 
sions. 

Presbyteries are also to vote on re- 
quiring that a rotary or limited-term sys- 
tem be followed for members of all church 
boards. They are also asked to approve 
Assembly action eliminating the exam- 
ination of candidates for licensure. 

Approval was voted of the statement 


on “The Marian Cult in Relation to the 
Lordship of Christ and the Unity of the 
Church” (OvuTLOOK, May 9). 

Detroit Presbytery was upheld in its 
action removing Claude Williams from 
the Presbyterian ministry (OUTLOOK, 
May 16, 23). This was affirmed by a 
unanimous vote. 


On Fuller Seminary 

The Assembly sustained the Synod of 
California and Los Angeles Presbytery 
in the presbytery’s right to refuse permis- 
sion to three ministers to teach in Fuller 
Seminary. The men are Gleason L. 
Archer, Jr., Wm. S. LaSor and Everett 
F. Harrison. There was some indication 
that they might leave the Presbyterian 
ministry for another church as Harold 
J. Ockenga did under the same circum- 
stances. When Dr. Ockenga was asso- 








ciated with Fuller and failed to get pres- 
bytery approval he entered the Congrega- 
tional Church. Los Angeles Presbytery 
has forbidden its candidates for the min- 
istry to study at Fuller. Spokesmen de- 
scribe it as “divisive in tendency and not 
a suitable institution to train Presbyte- 
rian ministers.” 

Presbyteries will vote on an amend- 
ment changing the representation to the 
Assembly, basing it on the total number 
of members in the presbytery instead of 
on the number of ministers. 

The statement dealing with the status 
of the Salvation Army (OUTLOOK, May 
23) was approved, indicating the primary 
obligation of Presbyterians to their own 
church. 

A call was issued to “the whole church 
and all our congregations . . . to a renew- 
ed and deepened devotion to our evange- 
listic task.” 

The Assembly adopted a statement de- 
claring that the greatest danger in poli- 
tics is idolatry, “when we let party loyal- 
ties play a larger role in our attitudes and 
decisions than our loyalty to the living 


God.”’ 
UN Attacks 


While upholding honest criticism of 
the United Nations, the Assembly warn- 
ed “against malicious attacks on the 
United Nations on the part of persons 
and groups whose avowed purpose is ‘to 
get the United States out of the United 
Nations and the United Nations out of 
the United States.’ ”’ 

The Assembly “deplored hints as to 
the limited use of even small nuclear 
weapons” as contributing to international 
tensions. It urged extreme caution in 
government and military statements and 
it called for the United States to lead a 
“moral crusade” in this entire area. 

The Assembly called for the launching 
of “operation desegregation” in churches 
and church-related institutions and in the 
communities in which the churches work 
and serve. 

In outlining a program of social educa- 
tion and action for various levels it urged 
steps to “help people understand the 
makings of peace and justice. We must 
examine ourselves and our motives. Let 
us face the fact that if we can’t learn 
to love, we don’t deserve to live, and prob- 
ably won’t.” 

Approval was voted in the movement 
toward uniting overlapping synods and 
presbyteries which have followed racial or 
cultural patterns rather than geographical 
lines (OUTLOOK, May 2). 

Pension Liberalization 

For a two-year period retired ministers 
will be allowed to take new work (i.e., 
not the church formerly served) with sal- 
ary and still receive their full pension 


benefits when arrangements have been 
made with the Board of Pensions. The 


normal 12% dues on salary shall be 
contributed to the pension fund but such 


1 


contributions are not to provide addi- 
tional pension credits. This emergency 
plan will be studied and after two years’ 
trial recommendations for the future will 
be made. 

A plan to change the name of the Board 
of Foreign Missions was delayed pend- 
ing study of the structure and relation- 
ships of the board. 

Philadelphia was named as the 1956 
meeting place and Omaha for 1957. 

Travel expense of the 905 commission- 
ers was reported at $159,561 compared to 
the expense last year at Detroit of $73,- 
123; entertainment this year cost $55,- 
563; last year, $51,085. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


USA Assembly Notes. Los Angeles 
is an unbelievable empire, with many of 
its highways more like the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike than like streets; 

Presbyterianism is more alive and more 
progressive in Southern California than 
in most parts of the United States; 

the Assembly shows a wonderful spirit 
of brotherhood and consecration ; 

the high quality of the church is seen 
in both ministers and laymen; 

the four boards demonstrate their ef- 
ficiency and fine spirit; 

much evidence of new lay interest in 
the church; 

the stature of Eugene 
with each Assembly; 

our splendid colleges need our prayers 
and our financial help; 

National Council of Presbyterian Men 
grows in strength (why do other denom- 
inations not follow suit?) ; 

Southern Moderator Boggs makes won- 
derfully fine impression; failure of union 








Blake 


grows 


due less to theological than to economic 
and social differences—the South is on 
the whole more conservative than the 
North; 

smog showed respect for Presbyterians, 
but its seriousness has not been exagger- 
ated—it even hurts real estate values in 
some areas; 

election of Moderator had its East 
versus West aspect—West feels that East 
has had of late more than its share of 
Moderators; 

a church is not the best place for meet- 
ings of General Assembly—too much 
crowding, not enough platform space, tuo 
many turned away; 

spiritual value of Assembly quite evi- 
dent—like a spiritual mountaintop on 
which all are thrilled to see a truly great 
church at work and pledge themselves to 
make it stronger and better, for there is 
no other cure for the world’s ills. 

A Great Fellowship. “We believe 
that the church is a fellowship of those 
committed to live a Christian life. It is 
an organization with membership, but 
with more emphasis on fellowship than 
membership. All who live in the fellow- 
ship have the same preblems and work 
for the same kingdom. Certainly we bear 
each other’s burdens and share each oth- 
er’s joys. We are each concerned with 
personal growth in Christian living; with 
the training of the children of the home 
and the church and the community; with 
the welfare of others who are less for- 
tunate wherever they are; with the pro- 
claiming of the ‘Good News’ to every per- 
son everywhere; with peace and justice 
and goodwill. Not one of us can get our 
full growth standing alone.”—MeEnr te G. 
Jones, President, National Council of 
Presbyterian USA Men, “For Our Day— 
Under God,” at the Los Angeles Assem- 
bly. 


U.S. COMMISSIONERS’ POINT-OF-VIEW 


Some Assembly Objectives 


A number of Presbyterian, U. S., commissioners were asked: ‘What 
action are you most concerned to see the appreaching Richmond Gen- 


eral Assembly take?”’ 


ErNEst T. THompson (Richmond) 


Adopt the Christian Relations report - 


by which our church may achieve the 
unity of the Spirit for which Paul prayed. 

Wma. H. Crane (Belgian Congo)— 
Appointment of a new ad interim com- 
mittee to study the philosophy of mis- 
sion under which our church prosecutes 
its world mission, with the purpose of 
bringing our mission strategy in line 
with the basic truth of the unity of church 
and mission, 

E. C. Hammonp (Atlanta)—Dissolve 
the committee on cooperation and union 
in order that we might have peace and 
devote our time to the main work of the 
church. 

H. Kerr Tayior (Dallas)—The As- 
sembly must take action making it plain 


that cooperation with other church bodies 
is our overwhelmingly approved church 
policy. Even actual organic union with 
Presbyterians, USA and U. P., with the 
consequent giving up of our particular 
entity, has attained a practically 50-50 
approval. It must be made clear to all 
that we have no separatist sectional pro- 
gram, but that we are an integral part 
of the Body of Christ. 

L. E. Woopwarp, Harrodsburg, Ky.— 
To make some specific statement early 
in the Assembly against social evils that 
can be pointed to across the nation as 
what our church stands for. (In the past 
such actions were so late in the Assembly 
sessions that Presbyterians had nothing 
to point to as a significant statement in 
our publicity.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ To the Los Angeles Assembly 


“If a Vision Tarry... 


T IS with mingled emotions that I 

bring you greetings today from the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. Of course, it 
is a privilege for any man to represent 
a great church on any occasion, and I 
am aware of the honor in representing 
my church to your great General Assem- 
bly. 

You have been genuinely gracious and 
brotherly in your dealings with us across 
the years. During the recent years of 
negotiations for reunion, I have had first- 
hand information of your graciousness. 
The genuine Christian spirit in which you 
have worked with us and our brethren of 
the United Presbyterian Church has won 
many of our leaders to a deep devotion 
to the cause of Presbyterian reunion. I 
have never heard a finer expression of 
Christian love than the communication 
which you sent to our church in 1951 by 
your fraternal delegate, Dr. Allan M. 
Frew. That same high level of Christian 
love has been maintained each year in 
your expressions of a fraternal desire for 
reunion. 

With genuine gratitude to God for 
what I have seen and heard in these years, 
I come today with a note of regret mingled 
with this gratitude and appreciation. I 
deeply regret that our church has lost an 
opportunity to express before the world 
our oneness with you in Christ by its ad- 
verse vote on the plan of union. 


Some Progress 

Those of us who actually believe in 
the rightness of this union effort should 
remember that as a result of the work 
of love and prayer a plan of union has 
actually been printed. Furthermore, it 
has been approved by all three General 
Assemblies and voted upon in the presby- 
teries. This shows some progress, albeit 
slow, indeed. 

Many of you are aware of the fact that 
union was opposed in our church by a 
well-financed and closely-organized 
group. During all of these years of ne- 
gotiations, this group attempted vear after 
year to get our General Assembly to cease 
negotiations for church union. To all 
of these overtures, our General Assembly 
repeatedly said “no,” and kept the nego- 
tiations under way. It also should be 
borne in mind that almost one-half of 
our presbyteries voted for the adoption 
of this plan of union. However, the in- 
escapable fact of defeat forces us to ask 
— Why did our church vote as it 

id? 


DR. BOGGS, the Presbyterian, U.S., Moder- 
ator, delivered this message as the fraternal 
Givente to the USA Assembly in Los An- 
geles. 


JUNE 6, 1955 


By WADE H. BOGGS 


1. As much as some of us regret to admit 
it, obviously our church is not ready for 
union. To force a union before being 
ready for it would likely create a new 
situation as bad as, if not worse than, the 
present. Surely we need great patience 
in dealing effectively and successfully 
with what is now before us as a result 
of the adverse vote on the plan of union. 

It will likely be difficult for some of 
you who may not be familiar with the 
mores of the South to appreciate some of 
the further considerations which I shall 
mention as contributing to the adverse 
vote on the plan of union. 

2. The decision of the Supreme Court 
outlawing segregation in public schools 
produced emotional tensions and frus- 
trations that were tremendous. Many 
of us feel that the Court reached the 
only decision consistent with the Con- 
stitution of our country. However, that 
decision produced a consternation some- 
what like an atom bomb in the midst of 
traditionalism in the South which has 
existed for generations. Although the 
Supreme Court decision had nothing 
whatever to do with the real issue of 
church union, I am of the deliberate opin- 
ion that it played an important part in the 
negative vote. A careful study of the 
vote by presbyteries reveals that the 
heaviest vote against church union came 
from those presbyteries where the Negroes 
sustain the highest ratio to white popula- 
tion. Conversely, the strongest vote for 
union came from those presbyteries where 
those ratios are the reverse. 

3. Many of us in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., are deeply distressed over 
the theological and ecclesiastical fears 
and suspicions which the opposition play- 
ed up to the fullest possible extent. Many 
of us were distressed at the way in which 
misinformation was used in these fields. 
As Moderator, I would not be true to 
my deepest feelings today if I did not 
express to you in person the genuine 
regrets over this situation which I feel 
deeply. 

4. I make one additional generalization 
about defeat of union in our church, and 
there is an element of encouragement in 
it. A study of the voting by presbyteries 
reveals that the highest percentage of 
votes in favor of church union came from 
presbvteries which have been most closely 
associated with you brethren in the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. Conversely, the 
highest vote against church union came 
from those presbyteries which have little 


al 


or no contacts in their work and worship 
with your church. Consequently we feel 
that we need to explore to the fullest ex- 
tent possible every avenue of exchange 
of fellowship. Where we have known 
you we have appreciated you. 


What of the Future? 


As to the future of the question of 
church union, one needs more wisdom to 
However, I shall venture a few remarks 
here anyway. Many of the leaders of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., still have 
a conviction that the union of Presby- 
terian Churches is right and should come 
to pass, and have pledged their best ef- 
forts to this end. Overwhelmingly the 
younger leaders in our church have this 
feeling both among the laymen and min- 


isters. This is a sign of hope at any 
rate. I believe they undoubtedly would 


have adopted the plan of union, if they 
had been the ones doing the voting. 

We in the South have some acute prob- 
lems which harass our church today. Let 
me mention three of them though I am 
fully aware that you know them. They 
are: (1) The tremendous population 
shifts which have been taking place and 
are still taking place all over our country 
today; (2) The rapid industrialization of 
the South with the inevitable changes 
therewith; (3) We are consequently in 
the midst of the greatest revolution since 
the turn of the century. 

We recognize that it is a function of 
the church to give moral and spiritual 
leadership in such periods in order to 
give the proper shape to the emerging cul- 
ture. To a greater extent than any of 
us realized, the church had become a part 
of those things which are changing. Con- 
sequently, the church has in her mem- 
bership some of these forces which are 
resisting the inevitable changes. This 
situation produces an inner tension which 
impairs somewhat the leadership of the 
church, and explains, at least in some 
degree, one phase of the disunity that 





Union will come some day 
because all of us belong to the 
the same church family, hold 
the Confession of Faith, have 
the same form of government, 
and preach the same gospel 
in the same land. When we 
know each other, we are sure 
we belong together. 


—RALPH WALDO LLOYD at the 
Los Angeles Assembly. 

















harasses our branch of the Presbyterian 
Church today. Some solution of these 
problems must be found before we can 
cope successfully with the question of 
church union. We realize that this solu- 
tion must be found at home. 


More Patience 

You have been patient with us in our 
struggles for union. I think your pa- 
tience will be needed still further before 
a union involving us can become a reality. 
I fervently hope we may have it in full 
measure. In the meantime, please be 
assured that many of the leaders of our 
beloved church today covet your fellow- 
ship in Christ, and look forward eagerly 
to the day when we and all of the Presby- 
terian Church in these United States may 
be one in spirit and in name. 

We are aware of the fact that the church 
is the body of Christ. The different 
members of a body must be coordinated 


Row it 4 


LOUISVILLE LEADERS—Louisville Seminary’s trustees have authorized a stone-by-stone 
removal of the institution’s Oxford-Gothic facade to the new location adjoining Seneca Park. 
Here Frank C. Anderson, chairman of the building committee, President Frank H. Caldwell, 
and Architect E. T. Hutchings consult the blueprint. 
on raising a $2,000,000 removal and construction fund, with campaigns on in the five sup- 


and integrated with all other members, 
if that body is to function properly. How 
valuable to the whole body is the right 
hand when it is properly coordinated 
with the body! How pathetic it is when 
such is not the case! 

I bring you greetings as brethren in 
Christ today. Although some of our 
actions seem to deny it, I wish to assure 
you of our Christian love. 

“If a vision tarry, wait for it; it will 
surely come, and it will not be late.”— 
Habakkuk 2:3 

Also speaking at Los Angeles was 
James K. Stewart for the United Presby- 
terians. Dr. Stewart said: 

“Continue patiently to keep your door 
ajar. The day will surely come when 
the Presbyterian Church will be one.” 

When these two speakers concluded 
their remarks, the Assembly stood and 
applauded. 
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porting synods. 


Current efforts are concentrated 


Resurgence of Laity 
Called “Too Optimistic’ 

Buck Hitt FAtts, Pa. (RNsS)—-Claims 
of a great resurgence of the lay movement 
are “a little too optimistic,” according 
to a workshop group at the annual meet- 
ing of the U.S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches. 

“There is no doubt a tremendous up- 
surge in interest by laymen, and indeed 
a hunger for spiritual reality,” the group 
said, “But there is not yet much real 
evidence of a marked increase on the 
part of laymen in general in either spirit- 
ual insight or discernment or in conse- 
crated devotion to the Christian cause, 

“Men are eagerly awaiting guidance 
in the application of Christian principles 
to their everyday problems.” 

The World Council’s Department of 
the Laity was urged to study ways in 
which the Christian position can find 
expression by the laity in political action 
in their countries and in the United 
Nations. 

The department also was urged to en- 
courage visits between laymen of different 
nations and churches “for the purposes 
of mutual understanding and solidarity.” 

The report noted that both clergy and 
laymen are showing ‘much concern about 
personal security and peace of mind.” 
It suggested that the World Council 
should develop “‘the contemporary impli- 
cations of our Lord’s teaching regarding 
our trust in God’s care and participation 
in God’s creative and redemptive work.” 


Men and Women 

A workshop on ‘“‘Cooperation of Men 
and Women in the Church and Society” 
expressed need for ‘“‘a full exploration 
into the present status of the relationship 
of men and women in all aspects of the 
church’s ministry,” including the ques- 
tion of ordaining women. 

“Is there a sharp distinction to be 
made between the general concept of the 
ministry and the concept of the clergy?” 
the report asked. “We must face the 
pressing question of where and how 
women can serve best in the life of the 
church and how men should relate them- 
selves to this service.” 

The conference’s workshop on ecumeni- 
cal studies reported that the quality and 
quantity of attention being given to fol- 
lowup study of the issues presented at 
the World Council’s Second Assembly 
at Evanston, II]. last summer is ‘‘far be- 
vond that of Amsterdam” where the First 
Assembly was held in 1948. 

Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, pre- 
sided at the sessions here as chairman of 
the U.S. Conference for the World Coun- 
cil. Bishop Sherrill is one of the presi- 
dents of the World Council. The meet- 
ing was attended by nearly 150 repre- 
sentatives of more than 30 Protestant 
and Orthodox church bodies. 
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EDITORIAL 


Thanks to Dr. Boggs 


The past year has been a difficult one 
for ministers and church officials who 
have dared speak their minds in support 
of changes in the status quo. While some 
relaxing of a militant sort of McCarthy- 
ism has been observed (let us hope it is 
not temporary), there have been other 
pressures, and more Southern pastors 
have faced difficulties than in any pre- 
vious comparable period. 

The U. S. Assembly’s Moderator has 
been in the midst of this and he has never 
wavered. When Wade H. Boggs was 
elected to the church’s highest position 
of leadership last year he put himself on 
record in support of the bold steps taken 
by the Assembly both in regard to re- 
union and in its statement on segregation. 
Although he was bitterly attacked from 
many quarters he did not weaken his 
stand or apologize for his witness. 

Last summer when Montreat cottagers 
voted by a considerable majority to seek 
to reject the Assembly’s request for de- 
segregation, so far as Montreat is con- 
cerned, there was Dr. Boggs leading the 
way and calling for Presbyterians to con- 
sider fairly and abide by the appeal of 
their General Assembly. 

One of the opponents of reunion who 
has known Dr. Boggs for many years 
was asked last year why he favored the 
election of Dr. Boggs, knowing that he 
was personally in favor of union. ‘‘Well,” 
he said, “he will be fair.” 

And he has been fair. This does not 
mean that he gives up his own opinion 
or abandons a critical cause. He is fair, 
and loyal to the high commitment he has 
made to Christ, and the pressures of 
groups calling for conformity or com- 
pliance with their requests have not 
moved him. 

The overture from a South Carolina 














presbytery calling for an attempt to muz- 
zle the Moderator is, of course, no credit 
to the presbytery. It is unwittingly a 
high tribute to the Moderator and others 
before him who have been courageous in 
their leadership. 

It would be unworthy of churchmen to 
seek to apply a gag-rule to their leader- 
ship—even if they could. If we don’t 
like what the leaders say and do, then 
we must choose others, but whoever they 
are, we need to take our stand on the 
basic freedoms. One of these is freedom 
of speech. 

Dr. Boggs has served the church well. 
He deserves the praise and grateful 
thanks of all of us for this year of work 
and for his important service during 
many years before. 


No Uncertain Note 


There was no “uncertain note” sounded 
by the Los Angeles Assembly of the USA 
Church. Stated Clerk Eugene Carson 
Blake, in one of the most stirring mes- 
sages of the week, spoke his word of cau- 
tion about the witness of churches or 
churchmen that, in the midst of demand- 
ing problems and in the face of chal- 
lenges to Christian witness, sounds muf- 
fled or squeaky. (See also column 3.) 


With others who pressed home the ne- - 


cessity of clear and forthright stands on 
current issues, this summons was heeded 
—magnificently—throughout the meet- 
ing. Some of the stirring words appear 
in this issue, on the cover and other pages, 
but more than words, the actions of the 
commissioners tell the story more impres- 
sively. 

Limitations of space in the face of 
voluminous reports embarrass us. You 
really need to have the committee reports 
in hand to see the scope of the actions and 


He Loved the Sea 


He loved the sea. How could he not? 

Was he not human as divine? 

His Galilean home was near 

A sea. He knew its moods. It rested 

Him. When people pressed too close 

And he was spent, he would take ship, 

And, cradling his weary head, could sleep 

In the midst of fear and jeopardy. 

Those who knew him said he could see 

A catch of fish where no one else 

Had seen one fin, could walk on water 

As on dry land, and by his word 

Bring peace even to winds and waves. 

He must have felt in the sea, as I, 

A being with an infinite will, 

And an unaging, ageless heart, 

Whose powerful mind disciplined 

A thundering, to a whispering music, 

And clothed his ordered times and tides 

In the beauty of color and changing light; 

For, pondering, he seemed content, 

And trusted himself to such a one, 

And called him Lord and father of men. 
—NATALIE BLANTON. 


the comprehensive approach to the livest 
issues of the day. 

While we pay tribute to the down-the- 
line consistency of these actions, let us 
pay a like tribute to the speakers who 
brought messages to the Assembly. In 
contrast to many talks dulled with pious 
platitudes, Los Angeles addresses may 
well have established a record. The ac- 
tions of the Assembly and the clear tones 
of these speakers doubtless help to ex- 
plain each other. The speakers had some- 
thing to say and they said it well; the 
Assembly had a job to do and it did it 
and there is no doubt what the Presby- 
terian mind as expressed there has to say. 

In coming weeks we hope to be review- 
ing more of this noteworthy Assembly. 


USA G. A.—L. A. 


No Uncertain 


Trumpet 
By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


The reason the Christian trumyet 
sounds uncertainly is division within the 
various churches, not among them. ... 

Politicians tumble over themselves to 
prove that they are not idealists but prac- 
tical men, that they are not do-gooders 
but shrewd men looking out for long- 
range selfish interests. They even try 
to get votes for European and Asiatic aid 
simply on the ground that it is to Ameri- 
can selfish materialistic interests. 

And at the same time we claim to be 
a Christian nation and a Christian 
people. No wonder our enemies call us 
hypocrites when at one moment we grand- 
ly proclaim our moralisms and the next 
moment, behind our hands in a stage 
whisper heard around the world, we say 
to one another: “This will make us 
rich.” 

And the Christian Church is silent. 
The Christian pulpit says nothing to at- 
tack this worship of mammon, and some 
even dare claim that this materialism is 
Christian. 

* * x 

I know that you leaders of our churches 
are concerned. Perhaps your fear is that 
your church members will support this 
anti-Christian leadership rather than 
your own. It maybe. I don’t know. But 
this I do know. Unless a clear and 
courageous note is sounded by the 
churches represented here, we will have 
failed in our duty in a crucial hour. 

e& © 

In the confusion of these days, because 
we have been attacked as communists for 
preaching brotherhood, because we have 
been laughed at as “do-gooders”’ for lift- 
ing up simple Christian idealism, because 
our faith in Almighty God is insufficient 
for all our needs, our Christian trumpet 
too often squeaks when it ought to blast 
a call to the battle flag of Jesus Christ. 
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“THAT AIN’T COOKIN’ ” 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Do you see a man skilful in his work ? 


He will stand before kings.—Proverbs 
22:29. 


CHARACTER on the comic page 
A remarked: “Any fool can take 
food and heat it till it ain’t raw no more 
—but that ain’t cookin’.” Too true! 

There is a State where health laws are 
pretty well enforced. Restaurants are 
actually padlocked if they do not rise 
to the standard. But the sign, “Grade 
A,” does not necessarily mean a good 
meal. It means no flies, it means hot 
water for the dishes, it means refrigera- 
tors in good order. But a roast beef 
sandwich or a pancake can be so sanitary 
that a germ wandering into it would per- 
ish of pure loneliness; and yet not be 
edible. People who can light a fire under 
a frying pan and keep it lighted till 
what’s in the pan turns dark, may deceive 
themselves that they are cooks; but they 
deceive no one else. 

Cooking is both a science and an art. 
If you have neither of these, if all you 
have is a dogged persistence, you may 
preside over a kitchen, but you are no 
cook. 

Let us venture a few paraphrases. Any 
fool can take words and string them to- 
gether and string them along till it ain’t 
11:30 no more; but that ain’t preachin’. 
Some fools can heat up the words, too, 
till they sizzle. But that still is not 
preaching. A good sermon, like a good 
cake, calls for planning beforehand. For 
what is it to be used? Is it going to be 
a fruit cake for Christmas, or a wedding 
cake, or something for a children’s party 
that won’t call for a doctor’s services 
afterwards? What is this sermon in- 
tended to do? Not all sermons are ex- 
pected to aim at the same target. Some 
planning is called for. Ingredients must 
be chosen with care. Flavoring should 
be neither flat nor too exotic. The texture 
should be smooth, the whole thing should 
not be either too heavy or too light. 
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You can no more dump a bunch of old 
stuff together and heat it up and call it 
a sermon, than you can do it with a cake. 


S‘ IT is with marriage. Anybody with 
three dollars can buy a license from 
the State to live under the same roof with 
any persuasible woman—but that is hard- 
ly marriage, whatever the State calls it. 
Any fool can (and many fools have done 
it) heat up emotion to a pretty high tem- 
perature, and suppose that this is all 
the preparation necessary for marriage. 
But marriage is a science and an art; 
like cookery, it has multitudes of prac- 
titioners who profane the art and bring 
discredit on the enterprise. Planning is 
called for. Ingredients must be chosen 
with care. Just any man is not a real 
mate for just any woman. Furthermore, 
marriage is not complete at the altar, 
it is not completed with the honeymoon, 
any more than a Swiss steak is done when 
you have sprinkled a few vegetables over 
it. 

The ability to operate a can-opener 
and a hot plate does not make one a cook ; 
and the ability to walk up an aisle and 
say “I do” does not promise anything 
about the success of a marriage. 

Likewise with the rearing of children. 
Any fool can put a roof over children’s 
heads, feed them and send them off to 
bed; but that’s not bringing up children. 
Any fool can let his temper get hot and 
take it out on the children; but that’s 
not discipline. Anybody in America can 
get rid of his children between six and 
eighteen years of age, for several hours 
five days a week, practically free of 
charge; but that is not giving them an 
education. 


S FOR education, there are many 
frying-pans but few cooks. Almost 
anybody can get a job teaching . . . but 
let the reader ask himself: Of all the 
teachers I met on my way through school, 
how many really taught me something? 


Anybody with an iron nerve can live 
through some hours a day with a room 
full of juveniles; but that’s not teaching. 
Anybody can learn to grade papers and 
ask questions and give examinations and 
write report cards; but that’s not teach- 
ing; that is the mechanics of it. Any- 
body with persistence can collect credits 
enough for graduation somewhere; but 
that’s not education. The thing you are 
trying to cook is not necessarily improved 
by the mere addition of stuff. You don’t 
improve a chocolate cake by throwing in 
tabasco sauce, sauerkraut juice and 
capers. You don’t improve education, 
either, merely by multiplying courses or 
including capers. If what you put into 
the pan isn’t blended or can’t be blended, 
you might as well not go on with it. And 
if education is not blended, that is to say, 
integrated, it is not education. 

A senior in the seminary remarked the 
other day that in his first year he seemed 
to be learning a lot of different things 
that did not seem to have any connection 
with each other. In his second year he 
began to see some connection, and now 
the big thing he is getting out of his sen- 
ior year is seeing how everything fits into 
place with everything else and with the 
work he is called to do. That’s education. 

“What’s cookin’?” is a slang phrase 
of not so long ago, most expressive if the 
users had only known it. A truthful 
answer must often be: ‘‘Nothing’s cook- 
ing. Oh, I’m hot—and bothered too; 
but there is nothing here but a mess.” 

It is better when one can say with 
both cheerfulness and truth, “Well, I 
don’t know for sure, it’s not done yet. 
But I studied the recipe and I have really 
worked on it and I know how it ought to 
come out. This was pretty raw when it 
started but when it’s done it is going to 
be a work of art.” 


Y 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
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Elizabeth Praises 
Church Contribution 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—In her annual mes- 
sage to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, Queen Elizabeth 
stressed the contribution the church is 
making toward the promotion of better 
understanding in world affairs. 

Speaking as Queen Elizabeth’s High 
Commissioner to the Assembly, the Duke 
of Hamilton said: 

“We are living in an age when, in these 
and ether lands, submission to the com- 
pulsive power of the Christian faith is 
more imperatively necessary than it has 
ever been,” she said. “It is, indeed, in 
that faith and in the willingness of the 
nations and of the individual men and 
women who compose them to be governed 
by it that the future of our civilization, 
faced as it is with perils unprecedented 
in kind and scale, may depend. 

“The Church of Scotland in her vigorous 
evangelism at home and in her work over- 
seas and by her participation in the 
councils of the Christian Churches 
throughout the world) has shown her 


awareness of this challenge to our times 
and the need to meet it by a renewed and 
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universal acceptance of the fundamental ANNUITIES HELP SOLVE YOUR INCOME TAX PROBLEMS 
Christian truths.” 
The Queen assured the Assembly of 

25- her sincere concern for the well-being of 

he the Church of Scotland and her keen in- 

th terest in its many activities. 

is “We willingly reaffirm our determina- 

ter tion to maintain (the church’s) historic 
rights and liberties,” she said. 

gh The message also praised All-Scotland 

ke evangelistic crusade of which the recent 
Billy Graham meetings in Glasgow were 
a part. 

ae George D. Henderson, dean of the 

= divinity faculty of the University of Aber- 

7 deen, was elected moderator of the Gen- 

rs eral Assembly to succeeed Ernest D. Jar- 

the VL. 

nd . . 

ed Seek Reunion with 

. Church of Scotland 

e 
EDINBURGH (RNS)—Reunion with the 

‘as Church of Scotland is being sought by 

er- the United Original Secession Church 

the which was the first group to break away 

hes from the Scottish Church 222 years ago. 

= The Secession Church has approved 

ind the appointment of a committee to nego- 

= tiate for reunion. The Church of Scot- 

land’s General Assembly, at its annual a e e 

- meeting here, received a recommendation 0 ou ft to M § 5. 0 S 

in from its Inter-Church Relations Com- n r l I l | a 

be mittee that a special negotiating body be 

_ named to meet with the Secession group. e 

or John Howe is moderator of the United a etter income or ou 

0. Original Secession Church which has 

wa some 1,800 members in 16 congregations. 

"a Three of the latter are in Glasgow, three While the main purpose of annuity gifts to our Board is to help 
in Ireland and the other ten scattered in the work of the church, the government, in the 1954 income 
throughout Scotland. J ; tax law, has offered additional tax relief which makes annuity 

The church was founded in 1733 when gifts even more attractive from the standpoint of income to 
Ebenezer Erskine led the break from the the givers. 
Scottish Church. 
In most cases, the taxable portion of the income from such 
annuities is, under the new law, only about half as much 
G @ ) W N 4 as previously. 
| -Puiplt and Choir - In addition to the relief on income, a substantial part of the 
Headquarters for original annuity gift is also deductible as a contribution in 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES the year in which the gift is made. 
<2 ee ee These are only two of the ways in which such a gift to the 
S—= Hangings - Communion cause of Foreign Missions can also prove financially ad- 
x Sete - iver Sane Gants vantageous to the giver. Other advantages include a worth- 
ea ocicamn aca while, non-fluctuating income, and safety of both income and 
ational s: principal 
, _ We will be glad to supply full details about our 50-year-old 
annuity gift plan on request. Address 
CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

A 

POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 

; ’ . or ’ ’ ’ a 47 

Church’ Todge: Club, School, etc, in your town Jo Forergu Misstous a Share 

: you will be interested in this modern Folding : 

Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia) 
giliscounts to institutions and organizations. 
CYT 80 CHURCH ST. TEM 
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[FA GCG Awd A. The church brings men together. If righ 
snes there is a church that tests my patience and 
Christians Are almost beyond the breaking point, it is that 
< the church that is self-consciously for eth 
ry Pioneers the “best” people only. It is a sickening 
By GERALD KENNEDY sight to see a church glory in its exclusive- 1 
+ ness and pride itself on its aristocracy 
One of the marks of the colonist is that and wealth. This is to deny the real res 
he owes his final allegiance to another nature of the church. _ 
king. He is a representative of a master Whatever weaknesses the ecumenical “she 
who may be far away across the sea or movement may have in our time, at least - 
on the other side of a continent. In the _ it is a symbol of an increasing desire on ~ 
final testing, he will be true to his sover- the part of the church to build bridges a 
eign regardless of the pressures of the again. This “great new fact of our . ) 
‘a immediate vicinity. He lives in acertain time,” as the late Archbishop of Canter- | — 
AUSTIN locality, but his allegiance is not entirely bury called it, is symbolizing for us the 
COLLEGE to the status quo, nor is he content to solution of the great problems of the gen- ] 
adjust his customs and habits to the local eration. And if you travel about the | dis 
tribe. Unless he remembers who he rep- world and become overwhelmed with so | reft 
resents, he can never be the forerunner much that is wrong, you are lifted up ing 
of civilization. with the Christian fellowship which is as | 
the 
FLORA MACDONALD : 
mu 
COLLEGE b cot 
Red Springs, North Carolina dey 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal an 
Arts College cht 
AN TEXA B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees Ch 
SHERM / $ Christian Education for Christian 
Living and Service 
BECAUSE Austin College MARSHALL Scott Woopson, President | 
is going places, with greater “4 Superior College for Superior Students” -~ 
enrollment than ever before its 8 f pe “t} 
of Presbyterian young men me 
and women who seek our kind tia 
of quality education on a 
Christian campus! 1837 DAVI DSON COLLEGE 1955 ' an 
be 
BECAUSE Texas and Ok- is 
lahoma Presbyterians who PURSUING THE SAME HIGH de 
own this college are giving it I pr 
more attention, more thought, PURPOSES OF THE FOUNDERS 
more financial support, and 
taking more pride in its devel- John R. Cunningham, President Davidson, N. C. 
opment, than at any time in 
its 105-year history! Keep er 
your eye on Austin College! to 
Centre Separate Campuses ..... ) Li 
BECAUSE 5,000 A.C.-edu- for women and men students but most classes and social func- wl 
cated men and women are tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- sa 
serving with distinction in the College terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities, 
ee oe oe eens Soe prea Send for illustrated booklet 
’ ’ ’ unde : * 
industry, and professions, all (Kentueky’s Bluegrass Area) Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President Danville, Ky. 
over the earth, and saying: 
“Austin College is my Alma 
Mater and I’m proud of it!” ‘ 
Y Y 
BECAUSE Austin College FOR SIXT -SIX EARS 
now offers B.A. and B.S. de- t 
grees with majors in twenty- ; ; 
two fields of study, combining “We have deliberately determined that our task is to offer the best educa- 
the finest traditions of Lib- . ae — . C 
eral Arts education with up- tional advantages under positive Christian influences . . . Agnes Scott College ' 
Soakisas aie bacinctionel is unashamedly committed to the Christian interpretation of life.” 
careers. President Wallace M. Alston mie 
AUSTIN COLLEGE, SHERMAN, TEXAS, IS Fi 
THE PRESBYTERIAN LIBERAL ARTS SENIOR a 
COLLEGE OF THE SOUTHWEST AND FULLY LLE a te 
MERITS PRESBYTERIAN SUPPORT. For in- AGNES SCOTT co G - 
formation, literature or catalog, write: John Decatur, Georgia Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S. i 
D. Moseley, President 
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right. For it is bridging national, racial 
and social barriers and is the earnest of 
that universal kingdom wherein dwell- 
eth peace and righteousness. 

* * * 


The Christian faith has been an ad- 
venturous faith. It has turned old cus- 
toms upside down. It has sent its lonely 
spies into enemy territory to tell of a 
better country and a true King. It has 
not been afraid of truth and it has preach- 
ed a divine discontent. It has challenged 
all the might of the world with a courage 
rooted in God. 


* %*«* * 


During the war, a Midwest minister 
discovered that a Methodist hospital was 
refusing to take Nisei girls into its nurs- 
ing school. When the question was raised 
as to why this policy was being followed, 
the reply of ministers and laymen on the 
board of directors was that the hospital 
must wait to see what the reaction of the 
community would be. Since the hospital 
depended on the community for financial 
support, nothing must be done to jeopar- 
dize it. That is a strange attitude for a 
church to take regarding an obviously 
Christian policy. 


* * * 


The Christian is supposed to know “a 
more excellent way.” He believes that 
“the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men.” If someone insists that the Chris- 
tian way is impractical, then the obvious 
answer is that the practical ways we have 
been using have not worked. Maybe it 
is time to try experimenting in an en- 
deavor to find spiritual answers to our 
problems. Maybe we ought to pioneer. 


* * * 


Christians have experienced the pow- 
er of Jesus Christ and they have faith 
to follow the one who was the Pioneer of 
Life wherever he may lead, and to do 
whatever he commands. 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
goer and two year business courses. 
reparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sum- 
mer school begins June 6, 1955. 


THE REGISTRAR 
Box 38-R 








Maxton, North Carolina 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
8mall classes. 14 majors, departmental, in- 
terdepartmental, and an independent ma- 
jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nurse school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 

MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 

Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 
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EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 





The Bible, the inspired Word of God, is the basic book in Christian Edu- 
cation. It holds the central place in all the Church’s teaching program. 
Supplementary materials are used in Bible interpretation and application. 
The Bible and these supplementary materials form the basis of the written 
materials used in the church school. The Presbyterian Church, U.S. from 
its inception has considered the Bible as the keystone of its religious educa- 
tion program, and its materials are published to help Bible teachers and 
pupils interpret Bible truths and relate them to life. 


Christ spent most of His ministry teaching. By word and deed He revealed 
God in all His infinite power and love and purposes for man. He called the 
apostles in order to teach them, and then He sent them out to teach. Those 
who believed came into the fellowship of the Church, the risen Christ its 
living head. Teaching His followers was one of the primary tasks of Christ’s 
earthly ministry, and the Church must be vitally concerned with her teaching 
ministry to those within and without her fellowship. 


The whole program of Christian teaching in our Church is dedicated to 
leading persons to know Christ as Lord and Saviour, to grow in the Christian 
life, and, increasingly, to identify themselves with Christian purposes and 
activities. 


The goals of Christian education are derived from our knowledge of the 
Bible and of the needs of persons. They are achieved by the use of the Bible 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They are in accord with the theological 
system of our Church. 


Your Board of Christian Education has published a beautifully illustrated, 
comprehensive brochure which will be distributed for the first time to the 
Commissioners of the ninety-fifth General Assembly. Its pages contain a 
description of all our approved church school curriculum materials as well 
as abundant helps for leaders and teachers. You may obtain a free copy simply 
by mailing the coupon below, completely filled in. 


BOARD OF 
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Education 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


Please send me a copy “Our Presbyterian Literature.” 
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Southwestern 
At Memphis 


Outstanding faculty and equip- 
ment for genuine and excellent 
education in the finest Christian 


tradition. 
Coeducational 


Individual Tutorial 


Instruction 
Pre-Professional Programs 
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238 Years of Service 


Joo Good Jo Bo Cheap 


There are some things so cheap, a good man 
cannot afford to buy them. Money is spent for 
that which is not bread, and labor is expended 
for that which fails to satisfy. No matter how 
small the investment, it turns out to be a total 
loss. A good buy is one that does not spell 
good-bye to the seller. Presbyterian Ministers’ 
Fund claims that it gives greater value for 
the money invested than any other company. 
That such a claim has been proven may be seen 
in the number of men and women whose lot has 
been made easier by the Fund’s ministry. Un- 
desirability can become a heavy liability in an 
insurance contract. Avoid regret by writing to: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Graham Expresses Thanks 
To Scotland Assembly 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—American evan- 
gelist Billy Graham expressed his thanks 
to the Scottish people in a brief address 
to the Church of Scotland’s General As- 
sembly here, for the success of his six- 
week All-Scotland Crusade completed at 
Glasgow on April 30. 

Mr. Graham was introduced to the As- 
sembly by George D. Henderson, newly- 
installed Moderator. Mrs. Graham was 
seated in the gallery reserved for dis- 
tinguished visitors. 

“T have been listening to your debates 
with great interest,” the evangelist said, 
“and I want to thank you with all the 
conviction of my heart for the encourage- 
ment you have given the ‘Tell Scotland’ 
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SEA STRONG, RIGID 
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Send for folder with complete specitications 


MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO. 





2748 S. 34th St., Milwauke. 46 “‘/is., Dept. D 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 


. . .in wood 





THE CATHEDRAL CRAFTSMEN 
ARE NOTED FOR WORK OF 
ORIGINALITY AND DISTINCTION. 


Cathedral Craftsmen’s pew bodies are com- 
pletely factory assembled into continuous 
one piece units and represent the finest 
in church seating. For illustrative folder 
write to Dept. G, P. O. Box 286, Waukesha, 
Wisconsin. 


CATHEDRAL CRAFTSMEN 


P. O. Box 286, Dept. G 
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movement in its role in the All-Scotland 
Crusade.” 

He added that he was grateful for the 
Scottish Church’s “tolerance and sympa- 
thetic understanding.” 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 











JUNE 

Bible Book of the Month (USA), Nahum 
& Zephaniah. 

1, General Assembly, Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, ‘Toronto. 

1-7, Reformed Church in America General 
Synod, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

2-6 or 7, Presbyterian, U. S., General As- 
sembly, Richmond, Va. 


7-13, United Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly, Monmouth, Il. 

12, National Missions Sunday (USA), 
Children’s Day. 

13, Founder’s Day, Japan International 
Christian University. 

15-17, American Theological Library Assn., 
N. . 

16-20, Cumberland Presbyterian Conven- 
tion, Lubbock, Texas. 

19, International Christian University 
Sunday (Japan). 

20-25, Association of Council Secretaries, 
Lake Geneva, Wis. 


JULY 
Bible Book of the Month (USA), Jere- 
miah. 








Aux Fine Herbs 


Nw Sexton blends for you the secret 
potpourri that Paris chefs have long 
guarded . . . an exquisite bouquet of herbs 
that transforms soups and stews . . . that 
makes roasts and steaks truly Lucullan. 
Aux Fine Herbs is so subtle it defies de- 
scription. 

It’s one of many Sexton spices, gathered 
from sunny hillsides of far-away lands and 
herb gardens here at home. Aromatic in- 
gredients milled, blended and instantly 
sealed in Sexton’s spice plants to lend pi- 
quancy to almost any favorite dish. 





John Sexton & Co., Sexton Square, Chicago, Ill. 
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NO THANKS 
I'm a“PRO 
(Preferred Risk) 


\ 
America’s Oldest Tota! Abstainers Auto Insurance Co. 
I proved that I was a total abstainer with a good driving rec- 





ht MY AUTO INSURANCE at 25% Off 






ord —and Preferred Risk proved that they could protect me with 
standard form automobile insurance at a cost 25% below what I 
had been paying ... That was five years ago! 


But this was only the beginning . I found the initial 25% 
savings was followed by progressive rate reductions based on my 
own safe driving record. Since I had no accidents my rate went 
down even lower . . . Today my saving on auto insurance is 44%! 

I was surprised that I could save so much, — but I shouldn’t 
have been. I know that drinking drivers are responsible for thou- 
sands of costly accidents and cause other insurance companies to 
pay out millions of dollars in claims . . . Preferred Risk pays out 
on none of these “drinking” losses because it has none. It has 
none because it insures non-drinkers* only. 

No wonder Preferred Risk has over 100,000 policyholders and 
over $3,500,000 in assets—and issues America’s only non-assess- 
able total abstainers policy. No wonder I smile when I say “No: 
thanks, I’m a P. R.” 


*Non-drinker means TOTAL abstainer. The occasional “social” 
drinker is NOT eligible. If you qualify, return this coupon for 
an immediate quotation. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

R. Park Johnson, who has represented 
the Presbyterian, USA, Board. of Foreign 
Missions in the Near East, has returned 
to this country: 180 Jefferson Road, 
Princeton, N. J. 

W. M. Boyce, Jr., an assistant professor 
of Bible at Dav.dson College (N.C.) has 
accepted a call to the St. Paul church, 
Charlotte, N. C. Address: 2232 Bay St. 

C. L. Gooch has resigned as pastor of 
the Manchester, Ky., church because of 
illness. He plans to live in Detroit. 








S. J. Venable from Colora, Md., to 508 
Marsh Road, Wilmington, Del. 

R. L. Nelson from Hinesville, Ga., to 
the Seminole Heights church, Florida at 
Comanche, Tampa 4, Fla. 

John W. Cohill from U. S. Naval Re- 
training Command, Portsmouth, N. H., to 
Box 63, Rye, N.H. 

Howard D. Hannaford from Spring- 
field, Ohio, to Apt. 9, 1722 Cedar Ave., 
Cincinnati 24, Ohio. 

A. G. Severin from Roscoe, Texas, to 
the Bridgeport, Texas, church. 

Richard E. Coulter, formerly of Key 
West, Fla., has begun his new work at 
Porter Street church, Richmond, Va. 

E. C. Hunt from Kansas City, Mo., to 
623 N. 13th St., St. Joseph, Mo. 


J. F. Merrin from Rockmart, Ga., to 
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7 Opportunities 


of your 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND 


Providing a Retirement Plan for Your Minister 


EMPLOYEES’ ANNUITY FUND 


Providing a Retirement Plan for Your Church's Full- 
time, Lay Personnel 


3. MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Giving now to retired Ministers what should have been 


GROUP INSURANCE 


Providing peace of mind for Full-time, Salaried Per- 
sonnel of Your Church. 


Opportunity 5. GIFT-ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 


A solution to the problem of giving 
now, brings you an income for life. Later, the principal 
is released for use by the Board. 


Making Your Money Immortal, through planning now 


Opportunity 7. MANAGEMENT OF PRESBYTERIAN 


A way of saving the overall church thousands of dollars 


The BOARD presents the Opportunities . . . 


You make them come to life 


Your Gift, made 
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Box 115, South Boston, Va. 


Elmer D. Wood from Columbia, S. C., 
to 748 E. Grolee St., Opelousas, La. 

Geo. H. Rector. from Berkeley Springs, 
W. Va., to Valley Center, Va. 


Robt. F. Park from Old Fort, N. C., to 
Rt. 1, Concord, N. C., Rocky River church. 


CITATIONS 

Presbyterian, U. S. and USA, mission- 
aries were among 25 cited at the 25th 
anniversary meeting of Agricultural 
Missions in New York recently. Citations 
were “for outstanding service among 
village people.”” Along with the country 
of their service, these were: S. Neale 
Alter, Lebanon; Sam _ Higginbottom, 
India; Frank W. Price, China; John H. 
Reisner; Arthur E. Slater, North India. 


MASTERS & DOCTORS 

Master of Theology degrees awarded 
by Union Seminary (Va.) include: John 
O. Barksdale, Japan; Thesis: “A Com- 
parison of the Communist and Christian 
Doctrines of Work”; David H. Coblentz, 
Clover, S. C., “Translation of Bernhard 
Duhm’s Commentary on Jeremiah”; H. 
Bruce Fisher, Williamson, W. Va., “The 
Ethics of Emil Brunner’; D. P. Me- 
Geachy, 3rd, Sylva, N. C., “Time and the 
Kingdom”; Richard F. Perkins, Rich- 
mond, Va., “The Christian Doctrine of 
Forgiveness”; Robert H. Ramey, Jr, 
Richmond, Va., “Communicating the 
Gospel”; Maclyn N. Turnage, Gulfport, 
Miss., “The Ministry of Teaching”; 
Linden M. Wenger, Bergton, Va., “A- 
Study of Rural Missions in the Menno- 
nite Church.” 


Doctor of Theology degrees went to 
John H. Bratt, Grand Rapids, Mich.; dis- 
sertation: “The Missionary Enterprise 
of the Christian Reformed Church”; 
Benjamin F. Brown, Glade Spring, Va., 
“The Technique of Jesus the Preacher”; 
John E. Gardner, McKenzie, Tenn., “The 
Administrative Work of the Pastor in 
the Small Church”; Benjamin Lacy Rose, 
Wilmington, N. C., “Learning Their Art 
from Great Biblical Preachers’; Harold 
L. White, Belvidere, N. C., “Particul- 
arism and Universalism in the Res- 
toration of Judah from Exile.” 


Masters degrees awarded at Louisville 
Seminary went to Paul E. Crane, Mt. 
Sterling, Ky.; Wm. R. Reily of the Belgian 
Congo; Jokn Sung Rhee, Korea; Dana P. 
Smith of California; H. Glenn Stephens, 
Frankfort, Ky. 

At Columbia Seminary (Ga.) Master of 
Theology degrees went to Nam Chin Cha, 
Soonchun, Korea; Ralph Lightsey, Bristol, 
Ga.; and Spencer C. Murray, Amory, Miss. 
Master of Arts in Biblical Education to 
Agnes I. Godert, Panama City, Fla. 


GOWN CHOIR 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


PULPIT 










SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
LASTING BEAUTY 


Write for catalog « 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 


7 WEST 36 ST + NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 19, 1955 
2 Chronicles 35; Print vss. 1-6, 16-19 


Millions of Americans participate in 
public worship every Sunday, and ac- 
cording to all accounts the number is in- 
creasing year by year. How many of 
this number prepare for worship, and 
what difference would it make if they 
did? That is the question raised by 
our study of Josiah’s preparation for the 
great Passover. 

The Passover was one of three religious 
festivals which all Israelites were expect- 
ed to observe annually, which they do 
observe annually to the present day. 
Strictly speaking it was celebrated in a 
single evening. The people chose a lamb 
and killed it on the 14th day of the first 
month (our March-April), and at even, 
“at the going down of the sun” (Dt. 
16:6) they ate it with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs in commemoration of the 
night on which God had delivered them 
from the bondage of Egypt. There fol- 
lowed an observance of seven days when 
no yeast could be used in bread, called 
the feast of Unleavened Bread, and which 
was counted as a part of the Passover 
season. 

The Passover observance in Josiah’s 
reign was one of unusual moment, in 
part because for some years it had fallen 
into neglect, but especially because it was 
the culmination of the national reform 
of religion which Josiah had been carry- 
ing on for some years, and the one event 
in which the people’s reconsecration of 
themselves to the service of God reached 
its climax. 

At first reading this detailed account 
of an observance so foreign to any re- 
ligious observance of our own (the slay- 
ing of animals, and the sprinkling of 
their blood, for example) seems to have 
little if any value for our own times, 
but as we look a little more deeply we 
recognize that that there are principles 
revealed here that apply to all worship, 
and that could make all of our worship 
more meaningful. 


1. The Need for a Church Year 

As we have just indicated, the Pass- 
over was one of three annual observances 
in which every Israelite was expected to 
participate. It was the most important 
of the three because it celebrated an act 
of deliverance, the act of deliverance on 
which their existence as the people of 
God depended. The great religious cel- 
ebration which Josiah arranged would 
not have been so meaningful if it had not 
had this relation to the history of Israel’s 
redemption. 

The corresponding acts in the history 
of Christianity are the death and resur- 
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recticn of Jesus. The church lives in 
the memory of these events, and in the 
faith and commitment which they en- 
gender. In recognition of this fact the 
New Testament church changed its week- 
ly day of worship from the seventh day, 
the Jewish Sabbath, to the first day, the 
Lord’s Day, the day on which he rose 
from the dead, and at least once a week 
it broke the bread and drank the wine, 
even as he commanded, “This do in re- 
membrance of me.” 

But from the very beginning the church 
had certain annual days of observance. 
The annual celebration of the resurrec- 
tion was the most important of these. It 
was not long before Holy Week was 
added, and then the forty days of Lent. 
Then Christmas. Later, Pentecost, As- 
cension day and others. Unfortunately, 
saints days were added from the fourth 
century on, and so many superstitious 
ideas became attached to this ‘‘saint-wor- 
ship” that the fathers of our Reformed 
tradition, in the 16th century, did away 
with the church year altogether. There 
were to be no annual days of observance, 
not even Easter or Christmas. Christmas 
came back by popular demand, and much 
more recently, in the lifetime of some 
of us, Easter has come back into the 
church calendar. Holy Week is growing 
in popularity. Perhaps the time will 
come when we recognize that there is 
value in the annual observance of Pente- 
cost, and some of the other days in the 
church year. If so, we shall not be 
imitating Episcopalians and Lutherans, 
but simply returning to the practices of 
the early church. 

Our minds are so constituted that we 
cannot give close attention to all ‘aspects 
of our religion at one time. There is 
value, many find, in reliving annually 
the great events on which our redemption 
depends. 

The Passover meant more to Israel 
because it was a holy day in which the 
entire nation participated. The great 
days of our church year mean less to 
America because, for many, they have 
become holidays, in which the religious 
meaning has all but disappeared. 


ll. The Need of Specialized Minis- 

tries 

In 35:2 we read that Josiah “appointed 
the priests to their offices”; and in 35:10 
that “the priests stood in their place, and 
the Levites in their divisions according 
to the king’s command.” “The singers 
were” also “in their place . . . and the 
gatekeepers were at each gate” (vs. 15). 
The worship could net have been carried 


out if there had not been these specialized 
ministries, and if each man in each group 
had not been prepared to carry out his 
particular function. 

And so today. The minister, of course, 
has undergone special training in order 
to lead effectively in public worship; but 
there are many others whose services are 
important if the service is to move 
smoothly. ‘The elders assist in the com- 
munion service, and the value of the serv- 
ice depends in large measure upon the 
care with which they carry out their 
duties. The deacons see that the offering 
is taken, but that is only the public act. 
Previously much thought has been given 
to the budget; and they are supposed to 
see that the building and grounds are 
cared for. If the church is untidy within 
or without theirs is the final responsi- 
bility. And there are the ushers, cor- 
responding to the doorkeepers of Josiah’s 
day. ‘Their contribution to the service is 
a very great one indeed. If they are 
dressed neatly and uniformly, with a 
flower in their coat lapel, it adds dignity 
and reverence to the service. If the serv- 
ice is to proceed properly people must be 
seated comfortably and quietly. And 
many people reckon the value of the 
worship service by the cordiality of their 
reception. The ushers do not have the 
sole responsibility here, but perhaps they 
do more than anyone else to make a visi- 
tor feel that he is welcome; or even to 
make a regular church member feel that 
he is in a warm and friendly atmosphere. 

There is the choir. In the normal 
church there is choir practice, and on 
some of the music the choir has worked 
hard. The character and quality of music 
which it provides goes a long way to de- 
termine the value of the service. 

The janitor is probably not in evidence, 
but he has presumably put the auditorium 
in shape for the service. And someone 
gives thought to the flowers. It was not 
always thus, but we can hardly conceive 
of a service of worship without flowers. 
And some one prepares the elements of 
the communion service. And what about 
the Sunday school teachers who have 
taught other parents children that they 
may participate intelligently in the serv- 
ice? Choir mothers must also be added 
to the list. 

These are some of the specialized min- 
istries on which we depend for our regu- 
lar Sunday services. Others are called 
in to help in our special services, and 
in the worship of special groups. Per- 
haps the worship would mean more to us 
if we realized how many there are to 
whom we are indebted. 


lll. The Need for Encouragement 
In 2 Chronicles 35:2 we read that 
Josiah “appointed the priests to their 
offices and encouraged them. . . .” Just 
why they needed encouragement we are 
not told and it is really not important. 
Everyone needs encouragement at times, 
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and that is true of all who aid in the 
church’s worship. The minister never 
quite lives up to his hopes, and often- 
times grows discouraged. As Horn says: 
“Some congregations encourage their pas- 
tor into greatness. Others discourage 
their pastors into despair.” And there 
are various ways of giving encouragement 
or discouragement. But pastors are not 
the only ones who need encouragement— 
so do the ushers, and the choir and the 
Sunday school teacher and all the others. 
In a sermon on this text, Charles Spur- 
geon, the great British preacher of a 
generation ago, pointed out that there are 
five groups which stand in special need 
of encouragement: (1) those who think 
they can do nothing; (2) those who 
think they are laid aside; (3) those who 
have but small talent; (4) those who are 
laboring under great difficulties; and (5) 
those who are not appreciated. But some- 
times those who seem to be in least need 
of encouragement are those who need it 
most. 


IV. The Need for Direction 

In 35:3 we read of Josiah’s directions 
to the Levites. They were to stop carry- 
ing the ark on their shoulders, and put 
it in the temple; they were to give them- 
selves to the service of the people, in 
accordance with the earlier directions of 
David and Solomon. What occasioned 
this charge we do not know. Perhaps 
W. H. Bennett is right. He points out in 
the Expositors’ Bible: 


The Law had specifically assigned to 
the Levites the duty of carrying the Taber- 
nacle. ... They perhaps proposed to bear 
it in solemn procession round the city as 
part of the celebration of the Passover, 
forgetting the words of David (23:26) 
that the Levites shouid no more carry the 
Tabernacle and its vessels. ‘They would 
have been glad to substitute this con- 
spicuous and honorable service for the 
laborious and menial work of flaying the 
victims. Josiah however commanded them 
to put the Ark into the Temple and at- 
tend to their other duties.” 


Whatever be the explanation there are 
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some whose zeal or enthusiasm or desire 
needs to be restrained, and directed in 
more constructive channels. Some may 
have good ideas which have to be sur- 
rendered because those in charge do not 
approve. None of us is perfect in his 
ideas, and what is good for one time may 
not be good for another time, or always. 
Probably the worship service we are ac- 
customed to could be improved, if direc- 
tion was given, or suggestions made in 
the right way. 


V. The Need for Preparation 

Josiah was determined that every pos- 
sible preparation should be made for the 
festival. ‘‘Prepare yourselves,” he told 
the Levites (vs. 4), and again he ex- 
horted them ‘“‘prepare for your brethren” 
(vs. 6). ‘When the service has been pre- 
pared for,” we read in vs. 10, “the priests 
stood in their place and the Levites in 
their divisions.” Six times the verb pre- 
pare is found in the chapter describing 
the arrangements for the Passover. 

Careful preparations must be made 
for any worship. One of America’s most 
popular preachers spend eighteen hours 
preparing a single sermon. ‘The choir 
prepares, or if not, it is manifest in its 
singing. Preparation must be made for 
every single part of the service, if it is 
to be as worshipful as it ought to be. 
And if he is to get the most out of it, the 
worshipper must make his prepirations 
too. “If you come into church after the 
prelude begins, you are late for the serv- 
ice,” some bulletins read. Why is this 
the case? What is the value of the pre- 
lude? Why do some worshippers bow for 
prayer when they enter their pew? Mod- 
ern services of worship are carefully ar- 
ranged to lead the worshipper into the 
genuine communion with God, but they 
will fail of their purpose if the worship- 
per does not participate actively in every 
part of the service. 


VI. The Need for Consecration 

As the last paragraph has suggested, 
the inner preparation or consecration is 
more important than the outward prepa- 
ration—although this latter is not unim- 
portant—for both these who lead and 
those who engage in the worship service. 
So Josiah bade the Levites to sanctify 
themselves and so prepare for their breth- 
ren to do according to the word of the 
Lord (vs. 6). The reference here may 
be to the ceremonial cleansing that was 
required of priests and Levites, but if 
so, the ceremonial cleansing was to re- 
mind them of that moral and spiritual 
cleansing which is expected of those who 
would truly come into the presence of 
God, and above all, of those who are to 
lead in its worship. In Christianity it 
is the latter which is more important. 
So our Lord said: “If you are offering 
vour gift at the altar and there remember 
that vour brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the 


altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother and then come and offer your 
gift” (Mt. 5:23-24). “If you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly father 
will also forgive you,” he said again; 
“but if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your father for- 
give your trespasses” (Mt. 6:14-15). And 
in the first Christian sermon, Peter said: 
“Repent and be baptized . . . in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 


Vil. The Need for Offerings 

In 2 Chron. 35:7 we read of Josiah’s 
contribution to the Passover offering— 
lambs and kids and bulls—three times 
as much as Hezekiah had given on a sim- 
ilar occasion a century earlier. The 
king’s generous gifts led the princes to 
contribute willingly from their own flocks 
and herds. 

This material offering was necessary 
in that day because sacrifices were at 
the heart of the Passover observance. 
Material offerings of another sort are 
necessary today for other purposes—for 
the maintenance of the worship service, 
for the support of the church and all its 
activities. The taking of the collection, 
or better as some churches put it, “the 
tithes and offerings,” is an integral part 
of the worship itself. Our dedication is 
not complete unless we are willing to give 
a part of our income, in reality a part 
of ourselves, for the carrying on of God’s 
work, 

Many churches have found that the 
people give more willingly if the pastor 
and officers lead the way. 


Vill. The Need for Spiritual Reality 
In 35:10-15 we read how the Passover 
was actually celebrated. ‘They killed 
the passover lamb and the priests sprin- 
kled the blood. . . . They set aside the 
burnt offering. They roasted the 
lamb .. . they boiled the holy offerings 
in pots and carried them quickly to the 
people.” We can be sure that the people 
enjoyed the gathering, the gala occasion, 
the music, the feasting. But did it have 
any spiritual value for their souls? 
The Bible does not tell us, but we can 
assume that it had much value for some, 
little or none for others. The offering of 
the sacrifices, the sprinkling of the blood, 
the eating of the flesh had value only if 
the worshippers penetrated back of the 
symbol to the spiritual reality which these 
acts symbolized—if they repented of their 
sins, if they communed with God, and 
dedicated themselves afresh to his service. 
And so today. We go through certain 
forms, but they have value only as means 
to an end. As Jesus said to the woman 
by the well, ‘God is spirit, and those who 
worship him mrst worship in spirit and 
truth’ (John 4:24). 
Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE SOCIAL IDEAS OF THE NORTHERN 
EVANGELISTS, 1826-1860. By Charles C. 
Cole, Jr. Columbia University Press, New 
York. 268 pp., $4.25. 


In the period 1826-1860, the northern 
evangelists were influential molders of 
public opinion. Dr. Cole presents their 
ideas on a variety of “secular themes,” 
all of which were important for the evan- 
gelists of that day and some of which 
remain important for our own. 1826- 
1860 was a period of reform; of drives 
against evil in the form of poverty, de- 
linquency, and licentiousness; of cam- 
paigns for temperance, women’s rights, 
and anti-slavery. Many of these received 
their major impulse from those who con- 
ducted religious revivals and stirred up 
the thoughts and emotions of the nation’s 
devout. They were maintained by an 
amazing area of interlocking “societies” 
and supported by a group of wealthy 
laymen. In the field of morals, there were, 
for example, the attack on dueling and 
Sabbath-breaking; the attempt to elevate 
the morals of the poor and to secure prison 
reforms; the campaign against the thea- 
tre, card playing, and dancing; the tem- 
perance crusade; the fight against pros- 
titution. 

“Endorsed with religious zeal and high 
ideals,” says Cole, “the reformers at- 
tempted to erase an evil without regard 
to the conditions that produced it. Had 
(these) Don Quixotes devoted as much 
attention to the poverty and social dislo- 
cations of their cities as they did to res- 
cuing ‘abandoned females,’ they might 
have met with greater success.” 

The northern evangelists also gave 
much attention to public affairs and pub- 
lic issues. In this field, however, as dis- 
tinct from the previous one, the evange- 
lists were conservative defenders of the 
status quo. As Dr. Cole points out, “The 
religious community could accept innova- 
tions in doctrine, but it would not brook 
similar political changes. The popular 
evangelist could preach successfully on 
the comparatively harmless unchartered 
religious courses but to veer from the nar- 
tow political (and economic) conserva- 
tism of his flock was to flirt with failure.” 

In the economic ideas of the evange- 
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lists, Dr. Cole finds a basic dichotomy. 


“On the one hand, there was a conscious 
attempt to subordinate the things of this 
world to the things of the spirit; to put the 
demands of the soul above those of the 
body; to make religious affairs of primary 
importance and earning a living, amas- 
sing property, and other mundane matters 
secondary. On the other hand, there was 
a strong impulse toward the protection 
of property, the defense of the capitalistic 
system, and the appeasing of the monied 
classes on the part of most evangelists.” 

In general, the most influential spokes- 
men of the church opposed “‘poor relief,”’ 
“charity,” labor unions, and factory legis- 
lation. The most influential of the evan- 
gelists assumed ‘“‘that there were economic 
laws just as rigid as the laws of God and 
that tampering with them was immoral 
as well as economically improper.” 

Of special interest at the present time 
was the attitude of these northern evan- 
gelists on the slavery question. Historians 
recognize now that they and their fol- 
lowers did much, probably more than 
anyone else, to make opposition to slavery 
a moral issue and in the end a moral 
crusade admitting of no solution but the 
trial of arms. The coming of the war, 
says Cole, “indicated a failure in leader- 
ship on the part of the clergy just as much 
as on the part of statesmen and politi- 
cians. 

Church leaders of today will find this 
volume informative and suggestive. The 
northern evangelists were men of another 
age, but it was an age not without mean- 
ing for our own. 
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As | stepped from the plane in a leading 
university center in Latin America, the student 
who met me said, ‘’The first thing you must do 
is visit Roberto N He has just returned 
from the States violently anti-American.” 


At the first opportunity | did go to see him. 
Roberto was an outstanding young fellow. Born 
and reared in a Christian home and educated 
in a mission school, he had gone to the United 
States after graduating from the university. 
He was not only intelligent but also keenly 
aware of the serious problems of his nation 
and sensitive to the injustice and suffering 
around him. Inthe course of our conversation, 


he said: 


“| went to the United States with great hopes. | 
expected to find there students who would under- 
stand the tragedy and agony of my people and would 
be anxious to encourage and help us as we try to 
solve our problems. But | have returned sadly dis- 
illusioned. | am convinced that most people in the 
United States have no idea whatsoever of the social 
revolution in which we are caught today; worse still, 
that they have little interest in learning about it. | 
found your churches much concerned about beauti- 
ful worship, new buildings, even spiritual revivals, 
but hardly anyone seemed to realize that Christian 
faith has any relation to racial, social, and economic 
problems. | heard Americans talk all the time about 
the freedoms they want us to have; no one seemed 
much concerned about the injustices we can no longer 
bear. What most disturbed me was to face the hys- 
teria of anti-Communism. Should this continue, your 
nation will still less be able to understand the prob- 
lems we face.”’ 


The people of these three continents (Asia, 
Africa, South America) are caught in world 
revolution. As the foundations shake under- 
neath them, they look to Americans for guid- 
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ance. But the more we of the United States 
drive them to conclude that we do not under- 
stand their struggle and are unable or unwill- 
ing to help them, the more Communism may 
appeal to them.... 


Despite all this, hope rather than despair 
is the dominant mood of these pages. Many 
of my closest friends in South America have 
long since become convinced that North Amer- 
icans will never be able to understand or meet 
the demands of this revolution. | do not agree 
with them, for two reasons: 


First, | have seen how Americans, when they 
have the opportunity of a real encounter with 
revolution, do see what is happening and re- 
spond courageously, especially if this encoun- 
ter is oriented by a vital Christian understand- 
ing of life and history. .. . 


The second cause for hope lies in my con- 
viction that something extremely significant 
is happening in history in our time. As | 
have lived through revolution and persecution, 
the Christian affirmation of God’s Lordship 
over history has come to me with new power. 
| cannot look at our present struggle, from the 
point of view of biblical faith, without being 
convinced that God is up to something in our 
world and that whatever the immediate future 
may bring, His Plan will go forward. In all 
this, our church and our nation are called to 
play a decisive role; and though we are weak, 
God is leading us, through suffering and dan- 
ger, to new obedience. 


Quotations from Encounter with Revolution by M. 
Richard Shaull. Published by Haddam House, New 
York. 
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